volume 11, Issue 01
january
2019

Threads
THAT CONNECT US

HIGHLIGHTS
IN THIS ISSUE:
Incubator is
Welcomed
Birthday Celebrations
Many Ways to Serve
Thanks to All
page 2 - 3

Holiday Celebrations
page 4 - 5

Northern IL Food
Bank
Sharing Positive
News
2019 Jubilee
Celebrants
Croagh Patrick Award
page 6-7

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER FOR AND
FROM THE WHEATON FRANCISCANS

The Incubator is Welcomed to the Motherhouse
BY ARCHIVIST & COVENANT COMPANION, JEANNE GUILFOYLE

(PICTURE OF THE INCUBATOR WITH BABY INSIDE
FROM THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NURSING)

The Archives is proud to be in possession of the incubator fashioned by our
dear Sister M. Pulcheria Wuellner. This simple rendition of an incubator, made of
a cigar humidor, a light bulb for heat and piped-in oxygen, was designed by Sr.
Pulcheria so more premature infants could be helped during those critical first few
weeks of life. Incubators of the 1930s, were massively big and expensive. Due to
their size and expense, hospitals could only afford one or two at the most. The
result was only one or two premature infants could benefit from the temperature
controlled, humidified, warm-air environment. Sr. Pulcheria, a premature baby
herself, fashioned an inexpensive metal frame surrounded by canvas, to keep in
the beneficial environment and protect the baby. Sr. Pulcheria wrote an article about
the incubator and the specifications for building one in the American Journal of
Nursing (November 1939, pg. 1198-1202).

In the 1930s, Sr. Pulcheria was known at St. Joseph’s Hospital as “Sister
Pediatric.” She developed a premature baby nursery, a well-baby nursery and
a human breast milk bank; all firsts for the state of Wisconsin. In addition, Sr.
Pulcheria insisted on “Seventh Heaven,” a porch on the hospital’s rooftop for
children to get their daily fresh air in all seasons except winter. She created a
library in the pediatrics’ unit for children to be able to book browse and rock
in rocking chairs that fit them.
The incubator was sold commercially for a time as the St. Joseph’s Hospital
Incubator. Sr. Pulcheria would tell the story of taking a model of the incubator
to a conference and coming home without the incubator and orders for 10
or 20. When it was time for the LCWR’s traveling exhibit, and the incubator
was requested to be part of the traveling exhibit, one could not be found. The
curators of the exhibit built this prototype, per Sr. Pulcheria’s instructions.
The exhibit went to many different museums across the country from 20092012, including the Smithsonian Museum and the Ellis Island Immigration
Museum.
After the exhibit closed, the curators offered us the incubator. The Wheaton Franciscans’ Archivist and Leadership Team
thought the incubator should be displayed in the place where it was originally developed at St. Joseph’s Medical Center
in Milwaukee. It was displayed outside the library until 2016. With the hospital’s transfer to Ascension Health, it felt like
a good time to bring the incubator to the motherhouse. We are very happy to have it on display in the Heritage Hallway.

Celebrating Sister Kenneth!
BY SR. MARGARET GREMPKA

On Saturday December 1, Sr. Rose Mary Pint, Sr. Julie Walsh, Sr. Shirley Krull, Sr.
Yvonne Wiza, Sr. Martha Friedman, Nancy Adamson, Barb Ruch and I gathered at
St. Patrick’s Residence to celebrate Sister Kenneth’s birthday. There were presents,
songs, stories, laughter and bundt tini’s to mark the celebration! A good time was had
by all!
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Many Ways to Serve
BY SR. JULIE WALSH
Each semester nursing students come to St. Patrick Residence for their basic nurses’ training. They come from a community
college accompanied by their nurse instructor. The instructor teaches, supervises and has the main responsibility for the
educational need of the students.
The students spend a semester here and then go on to a hospital of their choosing for further intense study and nursing
practice. The instructor asked me if I would help students with their assignments. The assignments consist of helping the
students develop skill in performing nursing procedures, nursing vocabulary, communication and so forth. It is now almost
two years since I first started helping the students. I find those young students full of energy and life. They bring life to this
home. They are highly motivated and have respect for the aged residents.
A few of the students come from a Catholic Tradition, so I get asked many questions pertaining to religion. Some students
have questions about the social and moral teaching and practice of the Catholic Church. Others want to know the role of
the Virgin Mary in the church. Some have seen sisters but have not had a chance to talk with them. They have said, being
with me has been a “new experience” for them. Being in communication with those students enhances my belief in being
a life-long learner. My wish for those students is that they give quality nursing care to those they serve and that they carry
the message of “God’s Love” always, as they understand God.

Many Thanks to All
BY SR. RAIMUNDA BARBOSA
The English Course offered by the Franciscan Sisters of Wheaton
is part of the priorities in our Congregation FCJM, which is training
more sisters to develop language skills.
I am very grateful for this oportuninty to study English in the United
States for these three months. All the support offered by the sisters
and lay people contributed to my learning. I have no words to thank
the volunteer service of the teachers. I’ll keep them in my prayers:
teacher Faith Devine, Pat Ruggaber, Sue Vogt, Sr. Toby Bony, Sr.
Shirley and Sr. Fran. Sr. Pauline also helped me with my home work
and Sr. Trish gave me support pointing to iPad apps with interactive
lessons. It was a fun way to learn.

Sr. Pauline’s 90th Birthday!
Thank you to each and every one for your part in making
my 90th birthday so special. I am so blessed that you are
part of my life.
I was overwhelmed with the love responses in so many
cards and greetings and in your presence at the December
3 party!
Sr. Pauline
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NORTHERN IL FOOD BANK CELEBRATES ITS 35TH
ANNIVERSARY WITH SR. ROSEMARIE BURIAN
BY ARCHIVIST & COVENANT COMPANION, JEANNE GUILFOYLE
On November 30, 2018 Sr. Rosemarie Burian’s presence was requested by the
management at Northern Illinois Food Bank. They have been celebrating their 35th
anniversary and an ABC 7 News crew was to be at the food bank to interview the
leadership team for broadcasts later in December.
I was honored to accompany Sr. Rosemarie to the food bank that afternoon, along
with her friend, Marty. When we arrived at the food bank we were met by Elizabeth
Gartman, Communications Manager, who originally invited Sr. Rosemarie to be part
of the special occasion. We were joined by the President and CEO of the food bank,
Julie Yurko and Director of Communications, Jennifer Nau. They were all so warm and
welcoming to us all. Sr. Rosemarie and Julie took a tour of the warehouse while the
camera crew filmed them.

SR. ROSEMARIE IS INTERVIEWED BY ABC 7 NEWS
CREW ON THE SECOND FLOOR OF THE FOOD
BANK WITH A FLOOR TO CEILING WINDOW THAT
LOOKS OUT OVER THE WAREHOUSE.

Later, Sr. Rosemarie sat with her chair positioned against the second-floor glass wall
that overlooks the huge warehouse below, for the interview. She was asked what she
thought of “all this” coming from Bethlehem Center. Sr. Rosemarie started Bethlehem
Center in 1982 in a small warehouse on Easy Street in Carol Stream. “It’s hard to
believe all this has come from what we started. But it is still all about community. That
is why I created the food bank. It’s all about service to others and we all have a part. It’s
amazing that people are still drawn to this ministry.”

Sr. Rosemarie was interviewed by ABC 7 News crew with Julie sitting right next to her. They wanted to hear the stories;
“What made you think of a food bank?” “How did you begin?” “Did you ever think it would be this large and serve so many
people?” The food bank now serves 71,000 different people each week through 800-member food pantries, soup kitchens,
shelters, and youth and senior feeding programs in 13 counties.
Simply put, Sr. Rosemarie was a rock star that day. Everyone she met was thrilled by her presence. After being introduced
to a staff person or volunteer, he or she would exclaim, “You are Sr. Rosemarie!! You are the one who started all this?!!” Sr.
Rosemarie was totally in her element; charming, warm, and blessing everyone she met. Her sense of humor was also on
full display.
Sr. Rosemarie had done her homework the night before. She
dusted off her bound doctorate thesis entitled, Bethlehem Center,
A Community Dedicated to Feeding the Poor. It was written in
1987 and signed by her theological consultant, Reverend Jack
Shea, in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Doctor
of Ministry Degree Sr. Rosemarie was awarded by St. Mary
of the Lake in Mundelein, Illinois. The thesis is a record of Sr.
Rosemarie’s initial vision of the food bank and her focus on
forming an ecumenical community of people who saw themselves
as having a part in the manifestation of the vision. “Everyone who
was called forth to this ministry filled something I lacked.” As Sr.
Rosemarie explains in her thesis;
“The actual story of Bethlehem Center is not so much
SR. ROSEMARIE TOURS THE WAREHOUSE WITH JULIE YURKO, PRESIDENT
a story of a program that attempts to feed people as much AND CEO OF THE FOOD BANK.
as the story of a group of individuals who attempt to form
and define a faith community. Even though this thesis will concern itself primarily with the ministry of Bethlehem
Center, the community who was involved in the on-going shaping of that initial vision and spirit of the Center will
always be in the background. It was their struggle with that founding vision that formed the basis for the Center’s
decision-making process, the fund-raising procedures and the manner in which the day to day operations of the
Center would be conducted. The community’s involvement and on-going growth are so integral to the integrity
of the ministry of Bethlehem Center that the success of the project cannot be evaluated strictly on looking at the
amount of food distributed, or the number of people being served.”
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Sharing Positive News
BY SR. MARTHA FRIEDMAN
As some of you know, Sr. Alice and I have been taking communion to the folks at Canticle Place once a week. I would
like to share with you the tone of a recent visit with some of the folks there.
They were animated and expressed their happiness and gratefulness for what the Franciscan Sisters (as they pointed
toward our Motherhouse) have done for them. They said that they are happy to be able to live at Canticle Place. They
like it there. They are grateful.
They talked freely about their spiritual life and the importance of the bible for them and how it has put more meaning
into their lives. Occasionally they ask questions about things in the bible. It appears to me that they share with and help
each other.
Also, very recently, Ryan Rokos (from Canticle Place) wrote a note thanking all the Wheaton Franciscan Sisters not
only for the support the Sisters have given him since Michel’s death, but also for all that the Sisters do for all of them at
Canticle Place.
I wanted to share these very positive results of this work of our Province/Congregation.

2019 JUBILEE CELEBRANTS
We are happy to honor these wonderful Sisters who will celebrate their Jubilee on Saturday, June 15, 2019.

					

65 Years

Sr. Rosemarie Burian								
Sr. Maureen Elfrink				
Sr. Pat Irr					
							
60 Years					
Sr. Rose Mary Pint
Sr. Mary Lou Wirtz				

CROAGH PATRICK AWARD
The Croagh Patrick Award was instituted by the Carmelite Sisters for the
Aged and Infirm at the Home as a special way to acknowledge individuals
for their extraordinary kindness and generosity which helps to further their
Mission of caring for the residents with love, dignity and respect.
The Carmelite Sisters are pleased to recognize the partnership and have
been blessed to share with the Wheaton Franciscan Sisters. The Mission
of the Wheaton Franciscan Sisters is as follows: “In the spirit of St. Francis
and our foundress Clara Pfaender, we respond to the needs of the church
and the times.” This purpose aligns beautifully with the Carmelite Sisters
foundress, Venerable Mary Angeline Teresa’s instruction to “meet the needs
of the times”.
The core values of the Carmelite Sisters are Shared Commitment,
Hospitality, Sanctity of life, and Compassion. These stem from their roots as
they respond to the healing mission of Christ with faith, courage and love.
We ARE one as communities of women religious serving the needs of the
church and bringing the face of Christ to those entrusted to our care.
The Carmelite Sisters were honored to present Wheaton Franciscans with
the 2018 Croagh Patrick Award for our selfless dedication and boundless
generosity to St. Patrick’s Residence. Our gifts will touch the lives of their
residents for years to come. You can now view the award at Entrance 5.
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Looking Ahead:
Taizé Prayer Service
Friday, February 1, 2019
7:00 PM

Taizé Prayer Service
Friday, April 5, 2019
7:00 PM

Invitational Church Coffee
Sunday, February 3, 2019
Following 10:00 AM Liturgy

Invitational Church Coffee
Sunday, April 7, 2019
Following 10:00 AM Liturgy

Circle of Contemplation
Sunday, February 17, 2019
11:15-12:00 PM

Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 14, 2019
10:00 AM Liturgy

Invitational Church Coffee
Sunday, March 3, 2019
Following 10:00 AM Liturgy

Holy Thursday
Thursday, April 18, 2019
7:00 PM Liturgy

Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, March 6, 2019
Liturgy 8:30 AM

Good Friday
Friday, April 19, 2019
7:00 PM Liturgy

Sisters Conversations
Thursday - Friday, March 14-15, 2019

Holy Saturday
Saturday, April 20, 2019
7:00 PM Liturgy

Province Gathering
Saturday, March 16, 2019
Circle of Contemplation
Sunday, March 17, 2019
11:15-12:00 PM
Feast of St. Joseph, Congregational Feast Day
Tuesday, March 19, 2019
Liturgy 8:30 AM

D E S I G N A N D L AY O U T
E M I LY E S PA Ñ A
E E S PA N A @ W F S I S T E R S . O R G
T H R E A D S I S P R O D U C E D B Y T H E W H E AT O N
F R A N C I S C A N S I S T E R S , C O V E N A N T C O M PA N I O N S ,
A N D I N T E R E S T E D F R I E N D S A N D PA R T N E R S .
W H E AT O N F R A N C I S C A N S
26 W 171 R O O S E V E LT R O A D
W H E AT O N , I L 60187-0667
630-909-6600
W W W. W H E AT O N F R A N C I S C A N . O R G
Follow us on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/ WheatonFranciscan
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Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 21, 2019
10:00 AM Liturgy

For additional information on upcoming events,
visit our website at: www.wheatonfranciscan.org

